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Soquel Creek Water District 
Country Club Replacement Well and 1,2,3-Trichloropropane Removal Water Treatment Plant  

 
Responses to Comments on the Draft IS-MND 

The project site vicinity is relatively built out, and there appears to be no opportunity to site the 
proposed replacement well at an alternative location without adding further complexity and costs 
associated with the aforementioned factors. Furthermore, because SqCWD strives to minimize 
expenses for rate payers, it has recovered funds through a settlement agreement to help offset the 
construction and operating costs of the proposed facility. 

Response 5.2 
The commenter expresses concern that the Draft IS-MND did not consider a project alternative that 
includes abandoning the existing Country Club well and drilling a new well in another area without 
groundwater contamination. 

Public Resources Code Section 15126.6 states that the inclusion of an analysis of project alternatives 
is only required for environmental impact reports. Therefore, the Draft IS-MND is not required by 
CEQA to include an evaluation of project alternatives. No revisions to the Draft IS-MND are 
warranted in response to this comment. 

Response 5.3 
The commenter requests information on how many trees would be removed from the project site. 

As stated under Description of Project on page 12 in the Draft IS-MND, construction may require the 
removal of three pepper trees, one walnut tree, four coast live oak saplings, and one non-native 
ornamental tree located on the project site. Therefore, a total of nine trees may be removed as part 
of the proposed project. One of the trees is considered a “significant tree,” pursuant to Santa Cruz 
County Code Chapter 16.34 (refer to Response 3.3 for more information).  Trees removed from the 
project site would be replaced by landscaping planted around the perimeter of the site that would 
include a variety of trees, shrubs, and groundcover including Prunus ilicifolia (holly leaf cherry), 
Quercus agrifolia (coast live oak), Ceanothus x ‘Ray Hartman’ (Ray Hartman wild lilac), Heteromeles 
arbutifolia (toyon), Ceanothus x ‘Concha’ (Concha wild lilac), Achillea millefolium (common yarrow), 
Muhlenbergia rigens (deer grass), Bachharis pilularis ‘Twin Peaks’ (Twin Peaks coyote brush), and 
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi (kinnikinnick). 

Response 5.4 
The commenter expresses concern that the impacts of light during project operation were not 
evaluated in the Draft IS-MND. 

As noted under Description of Project on page 13 of the Draft IS-MND, the only permanent lighting 
installed on the project site would be motion-sensing security lighting required by the SWRCB 
Division of Drinking Water. The impacts of this lighting are evaluated on page 20 in Section 1, 
Aesthetics, of the Draft IS-MND, which states:  

Although there would be motion-sensing security lighting for additional nighttime security, the 
lighting would not be activated unless trespassing or wildlife movement on the fenced site 
occurred. Wildlife movement and trespassing on site would be unlikely given that the project 
site would be secured with an approximately six-foot-high wrought-iron perimeter fence. In 
addition, people walking along Baltusrol Drive would not trigger the motion-sensing lighting 
given the substantial setback of the water treatment plant from the roadway. Furthermore, 
Santa Cruz County Code Section 13.11.074(D) requires that all site, building, security, and 
landscape lighting to be directed onto the site and away from adjacent properties and that light 
sources must not be visible from adjacent properties. Therefore, the motion-sensing security 
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Soquel Creek Water District 
Country Club Replacement Well and 1,2,3-Trichloropropane Removal Water Treatment Plant  

 
Responses to Comments on the Draft IS-MND 

November 29, 2021. In addition, public comment will be received during the Board of Directors’ 
meeting to consider adoption of the Final IS-MND and project approval on December 21, 2021. 
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Country Club Replacement Well and Water Treatment Plant Comments 

Page 2 

Thank you for the ability to comment on the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration. 
Please contact me at Robert.Moore@coastal.ca.gov if you have any questions or would 
like to discuss the project further. 

Robert Moore 

Coastal Planner 
Central Coast District Office 
California Coastal Commission 
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Soquel Creek Water District 
Country Club Replacement Well and 1,2,3-Trichloropropane Removal Water Treatment Plant 

Responses to Comments on the Draft IS-MND 

development and testing would not result in significant adverse impacts to Santa Cruz long-toed 
salamander. Impacts to Santa Cruz long-toed salamander would remain less than significant as 
concluded in Section 4, Biological Resources, of the Draft IS-MND. 

In response to this comment, the following text has been added to Section 4, Biological Resources, 
of the IS-MND. The corresponding references have been added in the References section as well. 

Section 4, Biological Resources 
Bush Gulch, located approximately 400 feet to the east of the project site, has a high potential 
for Santa Cruz long toed salamander. During well development and startup/testing, 
groundwater would be produced, which would be placed in baker tanks to settle out solids. 
Groundwater would then be disposed of via SqCWD’s existing pump-to-waste pipeline that 
discharges to Bush Gulch. All water discharged to Bush Gulch would be required to comply with 
SqCWD’s existing NPDES permit (Order WQ 2014-0194-DWQ, General Order No. CAG14001, 
Waste Discharge Identification Number 4DW0118), which includes requirements for effluent 
and receiving water limitations and implementation of BMPs to minimize sediment discharge, 
turbidity, and color impacts. In addition, SqCWD’s existing NPDES permit only allows discharges 
if they do “not cause or contribute to exceedance of a water quality objective or standard in the 
receiving water, other than water quality objectives or standards for parameters that have been 
granted an exception under the State Water Board Resolution 2014-0067 and are not part of a 
TMDL [Total Daily Maximum Load], and at minimum shall not cause or contribute to an 
occurrence of the following in the receiving water…..Toxic substances to be present, individually 
or in combination, in concentrations that produce detrimental physiological responses in 
human, plant, animal, or aquatic life.”10 In addition, according to the federal Agency of Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry (a division of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention), 
1,2,3-TCP breaks down when exposed to sunlight, evaporates from surface water, and “is not 
expected to build up in fish or plants” (Agency of Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 2021). 
Furthermore, the United States Environmental Protection Agency states that that 1,2,3-TCP is 
“unlikely to become concentrated in plants, fish or other aquatic organisms because it has a low 
estimated bioconcentration factor range” (U.S. EPA 2017).11 Moreover, in a separate 
toxicological review, the U.S. EPA indicated that previous studies showed 1,2,3-TCP became 
adversely toxic to guppies (Poecilia reticulate) and medaka (Oryzias latipes) at concentrations 
ranging from 4.5 to 18 milligrams per liter, or approximately 4,500,000,000 to 18,000,000,000 
parts per trillion, during continuous exposure periods ranging from 6 to 16 months (U.S. EPA 
2009). As stated under Description of Project, concentrations of 1,2,3-TCP at the Country Club 
Well have been detected as high as 15 parts per trillion, which is substantially below the level of 
aquatic toxicity observed for guppies and medaka. Also, groundwater discharge would only 
occur over three non-consecutive weeks during well development and testing in the 
construction phase. As a result, even if 1,2,3-TCP did not evaporate from the groundwater 
discharged to Bush Gulch, concentrations would not likely reach a level that could significantly 
harm aquatic species such as the Santa Cruz long-toed salamander. Therefore, due to the 
SqCWD’s compliance with its existing NPDES permit, the properties of 1,2,3-TCP, and the 
temporary nature of the groundwater discharge to Bush Gulch, the 1,2,3-TCP contained in 
groundwater discharged to Bush Gulch during well development and testing would not result in 

10 1,2,3-TCP has not been granted an exception under the State Water Board Resolution 2014-0067; therefore, this performance 
standard is applicable to the proposed discharge to Bush Gulch. 
11 The bioconcentration factor is the ratio of the concentration of a substance in an organism to the concentration in water and is used as 
a measure of a chemical substance’s tendency to accumulate in a living organism (ScienceDirect 2021). 
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Attachment 1
Consolidated Emergency Response/Contingency Plan



  Rev. 06/27/11 

 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING SYSTEM (CERS) 
CONSOLIDATED EMERGENCY RESPONSE / CONTINGENCY PLAN 

Prior to completing this Plan, please refer to the INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING A CONSOLIDATED CONTINGENCY PLAN 

A.  FACILITY IDENTIFICATION AND OPERATIONS OVERVIEW 
FACILITY ID #               

1. CERS ID A1. DATE OF PLAN PREPARATION/REVISION 

 
A2.

BUSINESS NAME (Same as Facility Name or DBA - Doing Business As) 3. 

      
BUSINESS SITE ADDRESS 103. 

       

BUSINESS SITE CITY 104. ZIP CODE 105. 

       CA        

TYPE OF BUSINESS (e.g., Painting Contractor) A3. INCIDENTAL OPERATIONS (e.g., Fleet Maintenance) A4. 

              

THIS PLAN COVERS CHEMICAL SPILLS, FIRES, AND EARTHQUAKES INVOLVING:  (Check all that apply) A5. 

  1. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS;    2. HAZARDOUS WASTES 

B.  INTERNAL RESPONSE   
INTERNAL FACILITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE WILL OCCUR VIA: (Check all that apply) 

 1. CALLING PUBLIC EMERGENCY RESPONDERS (i.e., 9-1-1) 
 2. CALLING HAZARDOUS WASTE CONTRACTOR 
 3. ACTIVATING IN-HOUSE EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM 

B1. 

C.  EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS, PHONE NUMBERS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
Whenever there is an imminent or actual emergency situation such as an explosion, fire, or release, the Emergency Coordinator (or his/her designee when the 
Emergency Coordinator is on call) shall: 
1. Activate internal facility alarms or communications systems, where applicable, to notify all facility personnel. 
2. Notify appropriate local authorities (i.e., call 9-1-1). 
3. Notify the California Emergency Management Agency at (800) 852-7550. 
 
Before facility operations are resumed in areas of the facility affected by the incident, the emergency coordinator shall notify the California Department of Toxic 
Substances Control (DTSC), the local Unified Program Agency (UPA), and the local fire department’s hazardous materials program that the facility is in compliance 
with requirements to: 
1. Provide for proper storage and disposal of recovered waste, contaminated soil or surface water, or any other material that results from an explosion, fire, or release at 

the facility; and 
2. Ensure that no material that is incompatible with the released material is transferred, stored, or disposed of in areas of the facility affected by the incident until 

cleanup procedures are completed. 
INTERNAL FACILITY EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS OR ALARM NOTIFICATION WILL OCCUR VIA: (Check all that apply) C1. 

 1. VERBAL WARNINGS;  2. PUBLIC ADDRESS OR INTERCOM SYSTEM;  3. TELEPHONE; 
 4. PAGERS;  5. ALARM SYSTEM;  6. PORTABLE RADIO 

NOTIFICATIONS TO NEIGHBORING FACILITIES THAT MAY BE AFFECTED BY AN OFF-SITE RELEASE WILL OCCUR BY: (Check all that apply) C2. 

 1. VERBAL WARNINGS;  2. PUBLIC ADDRESS OR INTERCOM SYSTEM;  3. TELEPHONE; 
 4. PAGERS;  5. ALARM SYSTEM;  6. PORTABLE RADIO 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
PHONE NUMBERS: 

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE AND CHP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   9-1-1  

CALIFORNIA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (CAL/EMA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (800) 852-7550 
 

NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER (NRC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (800) 424-8802 
 

POISON CONTROL CENTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (800) 222-1222 
 

LOCAL UNIFIED PROGRAM AGENCY (UPA/CUPA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       
C3. 

 OTHER (Specify):        
C5. 

NEAREST MEDICAL FACILITY / HOSPITAL NAME:      C7. 

AGENCY NOTIFICATION PHONE NUMBERS: CALIFORNIA DEPT. OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL (DTSC)  . . . . (916) 255-3545  

 REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      C8. 

 U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (US EPA) . . . . . . . . . . . (800) 300-2193  

 
CALIFORNIA DEPT OF FISH AND GAME (DFG) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (916) 358-2900 

 

 
U.S. COAST GUARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 267-2180 

 

 
CAL/OSHA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (916) 263-2800 

 

 
STATE FIRE MARSHAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (916) 445-8200 

 

 OTHER (Specify):       
C10. 

 OTHER (Specify):      
C11.       

C12. 

M

L I
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H. EARTHQUAKE VULNERABILITY

Identify areasof the facility thatarevulnerableto hazardousmaterialsreleases/ spills dueto earthquake-relatedmotion. Theseareasrequireimmediateisolationand
inspection.

H1 LOCATIONS (e.g., shop, outdoorshed, forensiclab)
|In hypochloriteroom

VULNERABLE AREAS: (Checkall thatapply)
0 1. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS / WASTESTORAGEAREA

2. PROCESSLINES / PIPING
3. LABORATORY
4. WASTETREATMENT AREA

H2.

H3.

H4.

H5.

Identify mechanicalsystemsvulnerableto releases/ spills dueto earthquake-relatedmotion. Thesesystemsrequireimmediateisolationandinspection.
; LOCATIONSH6.VULNERABLE SYSTEMS: (Checkall thatapply)

1. SHELVES, CABINETS AND RACKS H7.

H8.0 2. TANKS (EMERGENCYSHUTOFF)
3. PORTABLEGASCYLINDERS

0 4. EMERGENCYSHUTOFFAND/OR UTILITY VALVES
5. SPRINKLERSYSTEMS
6. STATIONARY PRESSURIZEDCONTAINERS(e.g., Propanedispensingtank) [

Hypochloritetank

H9.

H10.Treatedwaterdistributionvalve leadingto street
HI 1.

H12.

I . EMPLOYEE TRAINING

Explanation of Requirement:Employeetrainingis requiredfor all employeeshandlinghazardousmaterialsandhazardouswastesin day-to-dayor clean-upoperations
includingvolunteersand/or contractors. Trainingmustbe:

• Providedwithin 6 monthsfor newhires;
• Amendedasnecessaryprior to changein processor work assignment;

• Givenuponmodificationto theEmergencyResponse/ ContingencyPlan, andupdated/refreshedannuallyfor all employees.

Requiredcontentincludesall of thefollowing:
• MaterialSafetyDataSheets;
• Hazardcommunicationrelatedto healthandsafety;
• Methodsfor safehandlingof hazardoussubstances;
• Fire hazardsof materials/ processes;

• Conditionslikely to worsenemergencies;

• Coordinationof emergencyresponse;
• Notification procedures;
• Applicablelawsandregulations;

• Communicationandalarmsystems;

• Personalprotectiveequipment;
• Useof emergencyresponseequipment(e.g. Fireextinguishers, respirators,

etc.);
• Decontaminationprocedures;

• Evacuationprocedures;
• Control andcontainmentprocedures;
» UST monitoringsystemequipmentandprocedures(if applicable).

i i .INDICATE HOW EMPLOYEETRAINING PROGRAMIS ADMINISTERED (Checkall thatapply)
01. FORMAL CLASSROOM;

04. STUDY GUIDES/ MANUALS (Specify): District procedures

05. OTHER(Specify): On-line training, Safety Data Sheets

6. NOT APPLICABLE BECAUSEFACILITY HAS NO EMPLOYEES

02. VIDEOS; 03. SAFETY/ TAILGATE MEETINGS;
12.

13.

Large Quantity Generator (LQG) Training Records: Large quantity hazardouswastegenerators(i.e., who generatemore than 270 gallons/1,000 kilogramsof
hazardouswastepermonth) mustretainwritten documentationof employeehazardouswastemanagementtrainingsessionswhich includes:
• A written outline/agendaof the type and amountof both introductory and continuing training that will be given to personsfilling eachjob position having

responsibilityfor themanagementof hazardouswaste(e.g., labeling, manifesting, compliancewith accumulationtime limits, etc.).

• Thename, job title, anddateof trainingfor eachhazardouswastemanagementtrainingsessiongivento anemployeefilling suchajob position; and
• A written job descriptionfor eachof theabovejob positionsthatdescribesjob dutiesandtheskills, education, or otherqualificationsrequiredof personnelassigned

to theposition.
• Currentemployeetrainingrecordsmustberetaineduntil closureof thefacility.
» Formeremployeetrainingrecordsmustberetainedat leastthreeyearsafterterminationof employment.

J. LIST OF ATTACHMENTS
JI.(Checkoneof thefollowing)

1. NO ATTACHMENTS ARE REQUIRED; or
02. THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTSARE ATTACHED:

Site Maps

J2.

K. SIGNATURE / CERTIFICATION
Certification : Basedon my inquiry of thoseindividualsresponsiblefor obtainingthe information, I certify underpenaltyof law that I havepersonallyexaminedand
amfamiliar with the informationsubmittedandbelievetheinformationis true, accurate, andcomplete, andthatacopyis availableonsite.

SIGNATUREOF0^4ER/0PERAT0R DATE SIGNED Kl .

K2. 'IGNER

General Manager
NAME OF SIGNER(print)

Ron Duncan
TIT/l K3.



 
 

Attachment 2
Notification of Rio del Mar Elementary School



From:  Michael Wilson
Sent:   Wednesday, November 17, 2021 9:56 AM
To:  jennifer_albores@pvusd.net; 'cynthia_valdez@pvusd.net';

alyssa_avey@pvusd.net; meghan_green@pvusd.net
Cc:  Annaliese Miller; Megan Jones; Taj Dufour
Subject:    [EXT] Soquel Creek Water District Noficaon of Water Project in the

Baltusrol Neighborhood
Aachments:  SqCWD Country Club Well Noce of Intent.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Rincon Consultants. Be cauous before
clicking on any links, or opening any aachments, unl you are confident that the content is
safe .

Dear Faculty of Rio Del Mar Elementary School,

The Soquel Creek Water District is planning to construct a new well and a water treatment plant to
remove a contaminate from the water at our current well site at 251 Baltusrol Dr.  The aached noce
of intent, which was also published in the Santa Cruz Sennel provides more detail of the project and
provide our Noce of Intent to Adopt a Migated Negave Declaraon (IS-MND) for the project.  It is
not a requirement to nofy the school or school district because the project should not have any
impact on Rio Del Mar Elementary School.

Nevertheless, it was brought up at last night’s Board of Director’s meeng for the water district.  So
we are sending you this courtesy noce and leng you know our plan is to request our Board of
Directors adopt the final IS-MND for the project at our December 21, 2021 Board meeng. 

Thank you for your me and Best Regards,

Michael J. Wilson, P.E. | Associate Engineer 
 Soquel Creek Water District | 5180 Soquel Dr., Soquel CA 95073 | www.soquelcreekwater.org

direct 831-475-8501 x122 | main 831-475-8500| cell 831-706-6216

P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.
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